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V'.+  THE  SCENES 

WHICH  HAVE  OCCURRED  DURING  THE  LAST  SIXTY  YEARS. 


PART  I. 


People  ask  me,  reader,  to  give  them  some  particulars 
respecting  the  Peace  Society,  and  why  it  is  that  little  tracts 
are  sent  abroad  with  dismal  tales  of  war  and  desolation  ? 
Perhaps,  you  also  wish  to  know,  and  may  not  have  heard 
much  about  it.  I will,  therefore,  endeavour  to  relate  briefly 
the  origin  and  progress  of  this  Society,  and  will  then  point 
out  a few  of  the  terrible  calamities  which  have  occurred 
within  these  sixty  years,  in  consequence  of  the  neglect 
of  that  one  commandment,  which  enjoins  all  men, 

“TO  LOVE  AS  BRETHREN.” 

The  Peace  Society  was  instituted  in  London,  about  the 
year  1816.  Its  object  was  simply  this;  to  rectify  public 
opinion  with  respect  to  the  lawfulness  of  war,  and  to  lead 
men  to  abhor  it ; not  merely  because  it  is  expensive,  or  even 
dangerous,  but  because  it  is  sinful  in  the  sight  of  that 
Holy  Being,  who  is  pre-eminently  a God  of  peace  and  love. 

This  it  has  done,  widely,  and  we  trust,  by  the  Divine 
blessing,  in  many  instances,  effectually.  Similar  societies 
were  also  instituted  in  America. 

“ Blessed  are  the  peacemakers  : for  they  shall  be  called 
the  children  of  God.”  Matt.  v.  9. 

Let  us  now  look  back  to  those  calamitous  events  which 
commenced  in  the  year  1688,  and  continued,  with  little 
intermission,  till  1815, 
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Open  before  you,  reader,  a map  of  the  world,  and  look 
towards  Egypt.  Its  shores  were  literally  dyed  with  blood. 

You  observe  the  Nile  winding  through  that  land,  where 
the  garden  and  the  sepulchre  mingle  their  bloom  and  deso- 
lation. The  French  army,  under  Napoleon,  suffered  fear- 
fully as  they  traversed  its  banks  ; and  so  great  were  the 
horrors  and  privations  of  the  march  that  many  killed  them- 
selves in  despair.  Strange  scenes  too  were  acted  in  the 
desert;  the  whole  line  of  march,  as  Napoleon  led  on  his 
troops  to  victory,  was  tracked  with  the  remains  of  men  and 
animals,  who  had  perished  in  those  dreadful  wastes  ; if 
eagles  and  vultures  arrived  in  time,  bones  only  were  left 
to  bleach  upon  the  sands ; else  the  carcases  presently 
dried  up  till  they  resembled  a mummy.  Fuel  there  was 
none,  and  the  soldiers  were  obliged  to  gather  together 
dry  bones  with  the  bodies  of  the  dead , and  to  set  fire  to 
them  ; or  they  must  otherwise  have  perished  from  piercing 
cold  in  the  night.  By  a fire  composed  of  such  unholy  fuel, 
Buonaparte  lay  down  to  sleep  in  the  desert.  Scarcely 
could  the  imagination  of  Dante  conceive  a more  emblematic 
situation  for  this  incarnate  Moloch. 

Now  look  from  Egypt  towards  the  Alps.  You  have  heard 
of  Switzerland;  it  is  a beautiful  country.  Hear  what  an 
eye-witness  said  respecting  it. 

" My  cottage  was  seated  on  the  declivity  of  a moun- 
tain crowned  with  majestic  trees,  and  all  the  varieties  of 
sylvan  beauty  ; it  was  encircled  too  by  rocks,  and  by 
springs  of  transparent  water ; it  commanded  the  view  of  an 
extensive  valley,  intersected  by  the  streams  that  were 
formed  by  numerous  mountain  torrents.  My  only  neigh- 
bours were  husbandmen  and  shepherds.  No  bustling 
crowds  disturbed  my  peaceful  meditation,  or  recalled  to 
recollection  the  restless  anxieties  of  self-interest  and  am- 
bition, the  violence  and  vanity  of  human  passions,  and 
the  delusive  scenes  of  folly  and  dissipation.  No  sounds 
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met  my  ear,  but  the  majestic  voice  of  Nature  ; the  roaring 
of  headlong  torrents,  rapid  and  profound,  the  ‘ broad 
responsive  low  * of  scattered  herds  enlivening  the  subjacent 
meadows,  the  rustic  notes  of  the  flageolet,  and  the  songs  of 
the  young  shepherds  sitting  on  the  rocky  heights.” 

But  when  the  conquering  army  of  Napoleon  entered  those 
beautiful  retreats,  their  aspect  changed  fearfully.  The  ‘ * broad 
responsive  low”  ceased  to  be  heard,  the  notes  of  the  flageolet 
were  still,  and  the  springs  of  transparent  water  which  leaped 
sparkling  into  the  vallies,  were  often  dyed  with  blood.  The 
husbandmen  and  shepherds  fought  manfully  ; but  their  bra- 
very was  unavailing,  and  an  indiscrimate  massacre  followed 
the  battle  of  Under walden.  The  town  of  Strantz  afforded  a 
fair  specimen  of  the  fate  that  awaited  many  others.  The 
remorseless  victors  burnt  it  to  the  ground  with  several  sur- 
rounding villages,  while  its  beautiful  valley  was  changed 
into  a hideous  desert,  strewed  with  the  mangled  bodies 
of  a once  light-hearted  and  flourishing  population. 

They  slew  them.  Reader,  the  grey  hair’d  old  men, 

Whose  blood  scarce  ting’d  their  swords — 

Nay  turn  not  from  it : 

The  young,  the  loving,  and  the  fair  they  slew. 
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